Individuals and Firms                      59

Mahatma Gandhi, on behalf of the Indian National

Congress, submitted the following formula:
'No existing interest legitimately acquired, and not being

in conflict with the best interests of tie nation in general,

shall be interfered with, except in accordance with the law

applicable to such interests.5

It will be observed that according to the above point of
view a title to property before it could be recognized must
fulfil two conditions. First, it must have been 'legitimately
acquired' and secondly, it must not be 'in conflict with the
best interests of the nation in general5.

Mahatma Gandhi explained what he meant by the
above conditions. He laid stress on the fact that the
formula was not intended to be applied only to Europeans.
It would be applied as ruthlessly and impartially to Indians
as to Europeans. By the phrase legitimately acquired', it
was meant that cevery interest must have been taintless, it
must be above suspicion, like Caesar's wife'. He pointed
out that he had in mind cases of Indians who were in
possession of land which had been practically given away
to them, not for any service rendered to the nation or even
to the Government, but for some service rendered to a
Government official. These would equally come up for
examination by the National Government along with
certain monopolies and privileges enjoyed by Europeans
under the present Government. If this can be called dis-
crimination, it would be discrimination in the national
interest, irrespective of race, colour, or religion.

The second condition, viz., 'not being in conflict with
the best interests of the nation', was explained by Mahatma
Gandhi as follows:

CI have in mind certain monopolies, legitimately acquired,
undoubtedly, but which have been brought into being in con-
flict with the best interests of the nation. Let me give you an